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Valid SWEPAM moments, in particular the proton density and to lesser extent the 
temperature, became increasingly sparse starting in 2010 as the primary channel electron 
multiplier (CEM) detectors have aged.  This aging is a natural and expected feature of 
such detectors.  Now, 13 years past the original planned mission lifetime, these Ulysses 
spare detectors do not all provide adequate gain to make good measurements.  In 
response, the ACE science team has developed and implemented, starting Oct 23 2012, 
an innovative mission operations concept that more frequently repoints the ACE 
spacecraft's spin axis further away from the Sun. This allows other CEMs, that have 
received significantly less total fluence and thus still have higher gains, to measure the 
solar wind.  This operational improvement has significantly increased the frequency of 
good quality SWEPAM observations, back to levels not seen in several years. 
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